TO 
MR. DZHEVDET DCHAKUROV

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATERS IN BULGARIA, 

TO MR. STAVROS DIMAS

COMMISIONER, DG ENVIRONEMNT

TO THE SECRETARIAT OF THE BERN CONVENTION

An appeal for preventing destruction of a protected priority habitat and protected plant species
 in the area beneath the village of Topola,  
potential NATURA 2000 site Balchik – Kaliakra BG 0011002 

From: ……………………………………………………………………………..
Date: ………………………..
Dear Mr. Chakurov,

I appeal for an urgent decree passed by the Minister of Environment and Waters (MEW), calling for suspension of the construction of a golf-course undertaken by “Tracian Cliffs and Spa” in the vicinity of the village of Topola. A permission for the construction of the project was granted by the previous Minister of Environment and Waters, with an EIA permit number 7-7 from June 22, 2005.

There are no protected natural habitats within the golf-course area, after Appendix 1 of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Act, representing Appendix 1 from the Habitat Directive, according to the EIA report and biodiversity report additionally requested by the Ministry of Environment and Waters. The report was developed by experts employed directly by the project investor. According to both reports there are only several small isolated populations of protected plant species from Appendix 3 of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Act. Investors claim that these have been located and will therefore be protected during the golf-course construction. 

However the information provided by the biodiversity report is incorrect. In the summer of 2006, botanists visited the site and located the natural habitats from Appendix 1 from the Bulgarian Biodiversity Act and the protected plant species from Appendix 3. 

Contrary to the information, provided by the investor all meadows planned for golf-course, hotels and houses construction represent vegetation from the union Pimpinello – Thymion, a priority habitat, according to the European Directives and the Bern Convention, which:

- was named Western Pontic Steppes and had the code 34.921 according to Appendix 1 from the Biodiversity Act valid during the time of the EIA approval; 

- is named Western Pontic Paeonian Steppes and has a code 6290, according to Appendix 1 from the current Biodiversity Act ;

- is named Continental Steppes and has a code 34.9, according to Resolution 4 from 1996 of the Bern convention 

- is a priority habitat, according to the Habitats Directive called Western Pontic Steppes with the a code 62CO.
Furthermore this habitat is presented within the gold-course area with a very rare and endemic ecological sub-type from the Allyso caliacrae – Artemisietum lerchianae association with the characteristic species - Allysum caliacrae, Artemisia lerchiana, Agropyron brandzae, Aster oleifolius, Astragalus glaucus, Astragalus spruneri, Jurinea stoechadifolia, Kochia prostrate, Linum austriacum, Thymus zygioides. This ecological sub-type grows under unique geological conditions of land-sliding coastal areas of the region. The area of that ecological sub-type is 140 ha in total in the world. The construction of the golf-course will damage 60% of that. This type of vegetation is near to total extinction in the world due to the cumulative impact of a number of smaller construction sites and projects in the same area. 

The total area in Bulgaria of the habitat with code 62CO is about 3060 ha. The golf-coarse alone  will destroy more than 2% of it, and this calculation does not cover the other permitted or demanded projects at the Bulgarian coast during the last two years, including tourist complexes and wind generators.

Furthermore the information provided by the investors regarding the population of the protected plant species from Appendix 3 of the Biodiversity Act was incorrect. In each patch of habitat with code 62CO representatives of the following strictly preserved species were spotted:  Matthiola odoratissima, Nepeta parviflora, Goniolimon besseranum, Artemisia lerchiana, Limonium latifolium, Ephedra distachy. It is claimed in the investor's report that Artemisia lerchiana, a protected species and important indicator of the rare sub-type of 62CO habitat is not found within the golf-course. That information is incorrect as the species is found everywhere and often dominates the vegetation in the area. The construction of the complex will destroy one of the three populations in Bulgaria of the Goniolimon besseranu species, incorrectly defined by the EIA as the common Goniolimon tataricum. Please find below the geographical coordinates with precision up to meters of the species populations:

· Golf course No 1 - 43˚25’42.5’’; EO 28˚17’21.6’’ – Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 2 - 43˚25’06.6’’; EO 28˚19’17.8’’ – Nepeta parviflora, Goniolomon besseranum

· Golf course No 3 - 43˚25’01.6’’; EO 28˚19’08.9’’ – Matthiola odoratissima

· Golf course No 4 - 43˚25’05.7’’; EO 28˚18’57.1’’ - Matthiola odoratissima, rare communities of Rhus coriaria and Colutea arborescens.

· Golf course No 5 - 43˚25’05.0’’; EO 28˚18’53.7’’ – Ephedra dystachya, Linum tauricum subsp. tauricum, Nepeta parviflora,  Matthtiola odoratissima, Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 6 - 43˚25’03.1’’; EO 28˚18’23.8’’ – Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 7 - 43˚25’00.6’’; EO 28˚18’03.7’’ – Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 8 - 43˚24’59.8’’; EO 28˚17’55.0’’– Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 9 - 43˚25’03.0’’; EO 28˚17’43.7’’– Artemisia lerchiana

· Golf course No 10 - 43˚24’59.1’’; EO 28˚17’39.7’’  - Ephedra dystachya, Astragalus glaucus, Goniolomon besseranum

· Golf course No 11 - 43˚24’55.6’’; EO 28˚17’23.2’’ - Matthtiola odoratissima, Limonium latifolium

· Golf course No 12 - 43˚24’56.8’’; EO 28˚17’28.2’’ - Matthtiola odoratissima, Ephedra dystachya

· Golf course No13 - 43˚24’45.4’’; EO 28˚16’58.1’’ - Ephedra dystachya, Astragalus glaucus, Goniolomon besseranum, Jurinea stoechadifolia, Alyssum caliacrae, Brassica eleongata, Aster oleifolius

· Golf course No14 -  N 43˚24’45.4’’; EO 28˚16’58.3’’  - Goniolomon besseranum, Jurinea stoechadifolia, Limonium latifolium, Artemisia lerchiana

· Chirakman area -  N 43˚24’45.7’’; EO 28˚20’57.0’’- Artemisia lerchiana

· Ikantalyk area - N 43˚24’21.7’’; EO 28˚14’58.1’’- Artemisia lerchiana

· Location after the Ikantalyk area -  N 43˚24’30.6’; EO 28˚12’52.8’’ – Artemisia lerchiana

Therefore I insist that the Minister of Environment and Waters:

- urgently pass a decree for suspension of all initiated construction works and commission the Regional Inspectorate on the Environment and Water to implement it no later than a week upon receipt of this letter;

- use the authority of the Minister provided by the new Administrative Procedural Code, and revise the EIA decision so that the destruction of the areas of 62CO habitats and protected plant species is forbidden; 

- undertake the same action regarding all other EIA permits, concerning this habitat in the region of the  NATURA 2000 site in Balchik – Kaliakra.

I realize that with these actions you will go against the interest of many wealthy individuals, who have the political influence and possess media. Yet, passing such a decree is your responsibility. You are obliged to abide the public interest and the laws aiming to protect Bulgarian nature. The gathering and provision of incorrect information regarding the project's impact is a responsibility of the investor. All costs associated with the stopping of the construction works should therefore be allocated on the investor's account. If no decree is passed I would have reasons to consider that there is a conflict of interests, political backing or ignoring legal violations on Your side.

I request the representatives of the European Institutions to pay serious attention to this appeal. Please do not respond to me in person, considering the large number of similar appeals. Yet I kindly ask you to make a strong and clear signal to the Bulgarian government that the latter should preserve this rare habitat upon its duty. I send this appeal to you considering the important role of the European environmental legislation. According to sociological investigations, 2/3 of the Bulgarians consider that the nature in the country should be protected from construction. Bulgarian politicians however, ignore the public opinion and take advantage of the poverty which large number Bulgarians are into. The interest of a small-numbered group of well-off individuals is regarded with priority. In this background, the belonging of Bulgaria to the European Institutions turns out to be important guarantee for the protection of the public interest.

Yours sincerely, 
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